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This analytical note provides an update to the 
datasets documenting attacks on emergency 
responders in Ukraine, initially published as part 
of the Calculated Harm report.1 It examines devel-
opments over the period from November 2025 to 
May 2026 and assesses whether, and if so how, 
trends have changed since the previous report-
ing period.

The original report documented a sustained pat-
tern of attacks affecting emergency responders, 
rescue infrastructure, and emergency operations 
vehicles throughout Ukraine. It highlighted the 
growing role of drone warfare, the prevalence of 
double-tap strikes, and the increasing risks faced 
by emergency personnel operating both near and 
away from the frontline. This update applies the 
same methodology and scope to newly collect-
ed data, enabling a comparison with short- and 
long-term trends observed since 2022.

	→ Between November 2025 and May 2026, 
Truth Hounds identified 109 incidents af-
fecting emergency responders, 76% of them 
occurring in frontline areas.2 

	→ Two of these incidents resulted in fatalities, 
and 14 incidents (13%) caused injuries, af-
fecting a total of 56 emergency responders. 
Overall, at least three emergency respond-
ers were killed and 53 were injured. 

	→ 53 incidents (48%) resulted in the destruc-
tion or damage of emergency equipment, 
while 58 incidents (53%) involved damage 
to fire departments. In general, at least 
82 emergency response vehicles and 58 
fire stations were reportedly damaged or 
destroyed.

	→ 38 incidents were described in the sources 
as double-tap strikes, meaning that emer-
gency responders were likely targeted after 
arriving at the scene of an earlier armed 
attack and beginning their response oper-
ations. Drawing on in-depth open-source 
analysis, we were able to verify 13 such in-
cidents. 

Publishing regular updates remains important 
because attacks against emergency respond-
ers continue to evolve. New data not only helps 
identify emerging trends but also provides insight 
into how Russian tactics are adapting over time. 

Executive 
Summary

1 Truth Hounds (2026). Calculated Harm: Attacks on Emergency Responders in Ukraine. URL: 
https://truth-hounds.org/en/cases/calculated-harm/ (accessed: 02.07.2026).
2 Within the scope of this study, frontline areas are defined as those that, according to the Ministry 
for Development of Communities and Territories of Ukraine, were, at the time of the attack, includ-
ed in the list of territories where hostilities were being conducted, were ongoing, or could potential-
ly occur. See: Ministerstvo rozvytku hromad ta terytorii Ukrainy (2025). Perelikterytorii, na yakykh 
vedut’sia (velysia) boiovi dii abotymchasovo okupovanykh Rosiiskoiu Federatsiiu (28.02.2025). 
Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine, URL: https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/z0380-25#Text (accessed: 
02.05.2026).

https://truth-hounds.org/en/cases/calculated-harm/
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Methodological Note

The methodology of open-source monitoring and 
verification is described in detail in the Calculated 
Harm report. In addition, information on the defi-
nition of key terms and the coding of incidents is 
provided in the Codebook attached as an annex to 
this analytical note. Several updates to the data-
set structure and content should also be noted:

	→ Raion and hromada columns were added 
to increase geographic precision;

	→ A column indicating whether video footage 
of an attack and its consequences exists 
was introduced;

	→ An additional column containing archived 
links to the relevant footage was added;

	→ A column indicating whether an attack 
on a moving emergency response vehicle 
occurred was added;

	→ A new category, “Unknown drone (short-
range),” was added to the “Weapons” col-
umn;

	→ Two incidents from the previous report-
ing period (from 24 February 2022 to 31 
October 2025) that were newly identified 
through open-source monitoring were add-
ed to the previous version of the dataset.

Trends Over Time

From November 2025 to May 2026, 109 incidents 
of attacks affecting emergency responders were 
recorded. By comparison, during the same period 
in 2024–2025, 76 such incidents were identified 
through open-source analysis using the same 
methodology. This suggests that attacks causing 
harm to emergency responders in Ukraine con-
tinue to represent a persistent pattern.

At the same time, comparing the current reporting 
period with the preceding seven months (April–
October 2025), during which over 180 incidents 
were recorded, indicates a decline of almost 40%. 
The reasons for this decrease require further as-
sessment. However, it should be noted that the 
second half of 2025 saw the highest number of 
recorded incidents affecting emergency respond-

ers since the beginning of the full-scale invasion 
and may therefore represent an exceptionally in-
tense period of targeting.

Geography

76% of all documented incidents occurred in front-
line areas, which is the continuation of the trend 
observed in the latest report. Most affected were 
Dnipropetrovsk (29 incidents), Donetsk (19), Zapor-
izhzhia (14), Kherson (12), and Sumy (11) Oblasts. 
At the local level, the city of Kherson experienced 
the highest number of incidents, with nine docu-
mented cases, followed by Mykolaivka (Donetsk 
Oblast) and Nikopol (Dnipropetrovsk Oblast) with 
six incidents each.

Although frontline regions continue to account 
for the majority of attacks, incidents occurring 
further away from active combat zones have be-
come more common. The share of such incidents 
increased from 8% in 2024 to 11.5% in 2025. In 
2026 to date, 7 incidents (12%) were recorded in 
locations relatively distant from the frontline, in-
cluding in the city of Kyiv and in Kyiv and Poltava 
Oblasts. Three of these incidents occurred in May 
alone. This represents a concerning trend that 
may indicate a further expansion of the geograph-
ical reach of attacks on emergency responders.
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Weapons 

Drones remain the most common weapon used 
in incidents resulting in harm to emergency re-
sponders. Of the 109 recorded cases, 78 (over 70%) 
involved UAVs (both short-range and long-range).

The widespread use is particularly pronounced in 
relation to short-range drones: between January 
and May 2026, 27% of all incidents involved short-
range drones, which is similar to the same period 
a year earlier. This observation is noteworthy, as 
the technical characteristics of such systems, 
namely a high degree of operator control and the 
availability of live video feeds, may make it more 
plausible to infer that attacks on emergency re-
sponders were intentional.3

Zaporizhzhia, 14 December 2025

On 14 December 2025, Russian forces launched a 
series of five first-person view (FPV) kamikaze drone 
strikes against Zaporizhzhia, a frontline city in south-
eastern Ukraine, at that point located approximately 
30 kilometres from the line of contact.4 The attacks 
occurred between 10:19 and 10:50 and included a 
probable double-tap strike in the city’s Khortytskyi 
district. No potential stationary military objectives that 
could have justified the initial strike were identified in 
the vicinity of the strike site based on open-source 
assessment. Following an initial drone attack, addi-

tional FPV drones targeted the same location while 
emergency responders were operating at the scene.5 

The attacks caused damage to residential buildings, 
civilian vehicles, commercial premises, and a vehicle 
belonging to the humanitarian organization World 
Central Kitchen.6 14 people were injured overall. Among 
them were three emergency responders and one police 
officer wounded during the repeat strikes. 

Regarding other weapon types, artillery was re-
portedly used in 11% of incidents, the same pro-
portion as aerial bombs. Missiles were reportedly 
used in two incidents. Overall, compared with pre-
vious reporting periods, the use of weapon types 
other than drones in these attacks has gradually 
become less common, especially in frontline ar-
eas, while the proportion of incidents involving 
drones has continued to increase.

3 More information on how the use of short-range drones may be applied in the assessment of 
intentionality is available in the Calculated Harm and Killzone reports by Truth Hounds. See: Truth 
Hounds (2026). Calculated Harm: Attacks on Emergency Responders in Ukraine. URL: https://
truth-hounds.org/en/cases/calculated-harm/ (accessed: 02.07.2026); Truth Hounds (2025). Kill-
zone: How Russian Drones Are Devastating the River Dnipro’s Right. URL: https://truth-hounds.org/
en/cases/killzone-how-russian-drones-are-devastatingthe-river-dnipros-right-bank/ (accessed: 
02.07.2026).
4 Deep State, URL: https://deepstatemap.live/ (accessed: 06.06.2026).
5 The Main Directorate of the National Police in the Zaporizhzhia region (2025). Dronova ataka ro-
siian na Zaporizhzhia - semero liudei poraneni: na mistsiakh udariv pratsiuiut politseiski. GOV.UA, 
URL: https://zp.npu.gov.ua/news/dronova-ataka-rosiian-na-zaporizhzhia-semero-liudei-porane-
ni-na-mistsiakh-udariv-pratsiuiut-politseiski (accessed: 02.07.2026); Oleksii Biloshytskyi / Zapor-
izhzhia Sohodni posered biloho dnia voroh tsynichno zavdav udariv po myrnomu naselenniu, ye 
postrazhdali [@OBiloshytskiy], (14.12.2025). Telegram, URL: https://archive.ph/XocHB (accessed: 
02.07.2026).
6 Khroniki Geranei / v 11:50 v Zaporozhe udar bil po avtostoyanke. Busik v nalichii [@geranium_
chronicles], (14.12.2025). Telegram, URL: https://archive.ph/k2Vp6 (accessed: 02.07.2026).

https://truth-hounds.org/en/cases/calculated-harm/
https://truth-hounds.org/en/cases/calculated-harm/
https://truth-hounds.org/en/cases/killzone-how-russian-drones-are-devastatingthe-river-dnipros-right-bank/
https://truth-hounds.org/en/cases/killzone-how-russian-drones-are-devastatingthe-river-dnipros-right-bank/
https://zp.npu.gov.ua/news/dronova-ataka-rosiian-na-zaporizhzhia-semero-liudei-poraneni-na-mistsiakh-udariv-pratsiuiut-politseiski
https://zp.npu.gov.ua/news/dronova-ataka-rosiian-na-zaporizhzhia-semero-liudei-poraneni-na-mistsiakh-udariv-pratsiuiut-politseiski
https://archive.ph/XocHB
https://archive.ph/k2Vp6
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Double-Tap Strikes 

From November 2025 to May 2026, 38 incidents 
exhibiting the characteristics of double-tap strikes 
were recorded, of which 13 were verified. Verifi-
cation involved confirming that the initial and 
subsequent strikes occurred at the same loca-
tion and that the interval between them ranged 
from approximately ten minutes to five hours. 
These findings represent a considerable decrease 
compared with the previous seven-month period, 
during which 103 such cases were identified and 
39 such verified.

Nine of the 13 verified incidents occurred in front-
line areas, and in all cases, except for the case 
in Poltava Oblast described below, various types 
of drones were reportedly used as the means of 
attack. Among the verified incidents, only one 
involved the presence of potential stationary 
military targets within a 300-metre radius of the 
strike site based on open-source assessment. 
While this does not preclude the possible pres-
ence of moving targets or stationary targets not 
identifiable through open-source research, these 
findings may further indicate that targeting was 
directed specifically at civilians and civilian ob-
jects, including emergency responders as a dis-
tinct category.

A double-tap strike in Seleshchyna, 
Poltava Oblast, 5 May 2026

On 5 May 2025, at approximately 1:55 a.m. and 2:30 
a.m., Russian forces attacked a gas extraction facility 
in the village of Seleshchyna, Poltava Oblast, in cen-
tral Ukraine, allegedly using long-range drones. After 
emergency responders from the State Emergency 
Service (SES) arrived to mitigate the consequences 
of the attack, the site was struck again between 3:17 
a.m. and 3:25 a.m., allegedly by a ballistic missile. The 
attack killed two emergency responders and injured 22 
others, making it the incident with the highest record-
ed number of emergency responder casualties since 
the beginning of the full-scale invasion. Additional ca-
sualties included police officers and employees of the 
gas extraction facility.7 Russian sources commenting 
on the attack either did not mention that emergency 
responders had been killed or injured or stated only 
that emergency responders and gas facility employees 
were “allegedly” killed in the second strike.8 This case 
is particularly notable because it represents a typical 
example of a double-tap strike that occurred far from 

the frontline and resulted in an exceptionally high 
number of casualties among emergency responders. 
While the initial strike targeted an object that could 
potentially be regarded as dual-use, the harm caused 
by the subsequent strike was likely disproportionate 
to any concrete and direct military advantage that 
Russian forces could have anticipated. 

Attacks on Fire Stations

Attacks resulting in the damage or destruction 
of fire stations also remained a continuing trend. 
Within the reporting period, 58 such incidents were 
identified, which represents an over 20% increase 
compared to the previous seven months.

In three cases, the buildings were allegedly de-
stroyed, while in 18 — sustained severe or mod-
erate damage. In 37 cases, the open-source ev-
idence was insufficient to assess the extent of 
harm.

7 Balachuk, Iryna (2026). Two firefighters killed and 23 injured in Russian double-tap strike on Pol-
tava Oblast. Ukrainska Pravda, URL: https://www.pravda.com.ua/eng/news/2026/05/05/8033197/ 
(accessed: 02.07.2026).
8 Colonelcassad / Udar BpLA po gazovoi infrastrukture u n.p.Seleshchina, Poltavskoi oblasti v 
noch na 5 maya 2026g [@boris_rozhin], (06.05.2026). Telegram, URL: https://archive.ph/XLSDo 
(accessed: 02.07.2026); Ukraina.ru / Poyavilis sputnikovie snimki posledstvii udara po obektu 
«Naftogaza» v Poltavskoi oblasti [@ukr_2025_ru], (06.05.2026). Telegram, URL: https://archive.
ph/neXL1 (accessed: 02.07.2026); Voennii Osvedomitel / Sputnikovii snimok nizkogo razresheniya 
posledstvii udarov po TTsSK «Bazilevshchina» kompanii «Naftogaz» v sele Seleshchina Poltavskoi 
oblasti 5 maya [@milinfolive], (06.05.2026). Telegram, URL: https://archive.ph/zsaPZ (accessed: 
02.07.2026); Ostashko! Vazhnoe / Segodnyashnie udari nanesli sereznii ushcherb obektam gazo-
dobichi Ukraini, — «Naftogaz» [@OstashkoNews], (05.05.2026). Telegram, URL: https://archive.
ph/kfsxz (accessed: 02.07.2026); KOT DOBROKhOD | BPLA / Moment prilyota raketi po obektu 
gazodobichi v Poltavskoi oblasti etoi nochyu [@KOT_DOBROHOD], (05.05.2026). Telegram, URL: 
https://archive.ph/C9QxG (accessed: 02.07.2026); Kotsnews / Massirovannii udar po Ukraine [@
sashakots], (05.05.2026). Telegram, URL: https://archive.ph/uvPnM (accessed: 02.07.2026). 

https://www.pravda.com.ua/eng/news/2026/05/05/8033197/
https://archive.ph/XLSDo
https://archive.ph/neXL1
https://archive.ph/neXL1
https://archive.ph/zsaPZ
https://archive.ph/kfsxz
https://archive.ph/kfsxz
https://archive.ph/C9QxG
https://archive.ph/uvPnM
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Kyiv, 24 May 2026

On 24 May 2026, a building of the Main Directorate of 
the SES in Kyiv Oblast was hit by an allegedly direct 
missile strike, resulting in the destruction of the third 
to fifth floors. At the time of the attack, approximately 
30 SES employees responsible for receiving emergency 
calls were working in an underground shelter nearby. 
None were injured in the attack.

“As at the time of the strike, we had almost 40 active 
locations in Kyiv and over 20 in the Kyiv region. In 
total, there were about 60 hotspots. This was a unit 
that performed humanitarian tasks and coordinated 
rescue operations. There was no military compo-
nent here,” said Andrii Danyk, Head of the SES, 
during a briefing.9

As a result of the strike, ten emergency response 
vehicles were destroyed and two more sustained dam-
age. No potential military targets were identified in 
the vicinity of the strike site based on open-source 
assessment. In addition to the SES building, a nearby 
Chornobyl Museum building was also significantly 
damaged.

The building of the Main Directorate of the SES in Kyiv Oblast, 
damaged in the aftermath of a Russian attack on Kyiv on 24 May 
2026. Photo: 24 Channel.10

Drone Attacks on Moving 
Vehicles

Six incidents identified in the new reporting period 
involved attacks on emergency responders while 
they were in moving vehicles. All of these attacks 
were conducted using short-range drones and 
occurred in either Zaporizhzhia or Dnipropetro-
vsk Oblast. The use of camera-equipped drones 
in such cases is highly indicative of intentional 
targeting, as such systems are typically capable 
of tracking visibly marked fire engines or evacu-
ation vehicles on the road and striking with high 
precision. While this type of attack was not ex-
amined in depth in the previous report, the con-
tinued occurrence of such incidents indicates the 
need for further analytical attention.

In more than 40% of cases, all of which occurred 
in frontline areas, buildings reportedly sustained 
damage twice or more times. This underscores 
the heightened vulnerability of such infrastruc-
ture in areas where the civilian population is most 
exposed to the challenges associated with prox-
imity to the frontline.

9 Hrabovska, Viktoriia (2026). Byly po “tsentru ukhvalennia rishen”: u DSNS skazaly, shcho 
naspravdi bulo u budivli, yaku atakuvaly. 24 Kyiv, URL: https://24tv.ua/kyivnews/rosiyani-vdari-
li-24-travnya-2026-roku-po-golovnomu-upravlinnyu_n3074408 (accessed: 02.07.2026).

10 Anna Rybalska (2026). “Zhodnoi viiskovoi skladovoi tut ne bulo”: podrobytsi udaru RF po up-
ravlinniu DSNS Kyivshchyny. Suspilne.Kyiv, URL: https://suspilne.media/kyiv/1315047-bude-pro-
sos-2/ (accessed: 02.07.2026).

https://24tv.ua/kyivnews/rosiyani-vdarili-24-travnya-2026-roku-po-golovnomu-upravlinnyu_n3074408
https://24tv.ua/kyivnews/rosiyani-vdarili-24-travnya-2026-roku-po-golovnomu-upravlinnyu_n3074408
https://suspilne.media/kyiv/1315047-bude-pro-sos-2/
https://suspilne.media/kyiv/1315047-bude-pro-sos-2/
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Between November 2025 and May 2026, the num-
ber of incidents resulting in harm to emergency 
responders remained high, although lower than 
in the previous seven-month period. Geograph-
ically, most incidents remained concentrated in 
areas closest to the battlefield; however, there 
has been a rise in cases occurring in locations 
relatively distant from the frontline, including in 
the capital city of Kyiv. Drones remain the dom-
inant means of attack, with short-range drones 
playing an increasingly important role in frontline 
areas, compared to other weapon systems.

The intensity of double-tap strikes decreased 
compared to the previous seven months, while 
the number of incidents resulting in damage to 
fire stations and other buildings used by emer-
gency responders increased by over 20%. As most 
of these cases occurred in frontline areas, this 
trend underscores the growing vulnerability of 
emergency response infrastructure in areas where 
the civilian population remains most exposed to 
the impacts of hostilities.

Overall, the findings indicate that attacks impact-
ing emergency responders in Ukraine persist and 
that many of them exhibit patterns that may in-
dicate an intentional character. This underscores 
the need for continued measures to enhance the 
safety of personnel, particularly in the context of 
threats posed by short-range drones in frontline 
areas, as well as sustained efforts to identify and 
hold those responsible for such attacks account-
able. Truth Hounds will continue to document 
attacks impacting emergency responders using 
open-source evidence and will publish updated 
datasets at regular intervals.

Conclusion


